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Story by Barbara Honegger, Senior Military Affairs Journalist   
Where would one go to find information on a discipline that until recently did not exist? This was the
challenge the Naval Postgraduate School faced when it launched the first homeland security related
graduate and executive education programs in the nation and, to support them, the Homeland Security
Digital Library (HSDL).  
 
“Just a few years ago in the wake of Sept. 11, homeland security and defense as an academic discipline
was like criminology in the 1970s -- it was just beginning,” said Tom Mastre, HSDL project manager.
 “The Homeland Security Digital Library was created in part to capture the emergence of this vital field as
a brand new academic discipline.”  
 
The mission of the library, the
nation’s premiere digital collection of
homeland security policy, strategy
and organizational documents
sponsored by the U.S. Department
of Homeland Security Office of
Grants and Training, is to support
U.S. local, state and federal
homeland security and
counterterrorism decision makers
and analysts, and to assist the
research of academicians from all
disciplines in these vital areas.  The
collection is part of the Center for
Homeland Defense and Security
(CHDS) and is located at and
administered from the NPS Dudley Knox Library.   
“Since 2002, the Center has pioneered the development and delivery of homeland security graduate and
executive education programs across the country, including the HSDL, as well as modeling state-of-the-
art distributed learning course delivery,” said Heather Issvoran, CHDS spokesperson.  
As measured by its increase in users, HSDL is an unqualified success.  Monthly usage increased from
approximately 2,000 in September 2005 to almost 7,000 in September 2006.  During that same period,
the number of visits to the site also more than doubled, from about 6,000 in fall 2005 to over 15,000 a
year later. 
 
“The Homeland Security Digital Library is the place to go for all unclassified, open-source documents on
policy, strategy and organizational structure information in homeland defense and security,” said Tom
Mastre, HSDL project manager.  “Because we’re a narrow niche, controlled access service, our universe
of potential users is limited, but we’ve grown tremendously since we began collecting user data in
January 2005.  We continue to collect 200 documents a week, or an additional 10,000 a year.  A year
from now we’ll be at 50,000 online sources.”
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“This growth has been among our main users – the instructors and student-participants of the Center for
Homeland Defense and Security, the center’s half dozen university partners, over 200 other universities
the library supports, and the local, state and federal first responder, counterterrorism and law
enforcement communities,” added Melissa Roberson, a user support coordinator who oversees outreach
and customer support for the library.  
 
“HSDL is for U.S. use only,” Roberson noted. “There are several ways to gain access. Individual user
names and passwords are granted to approved applicants, and we also provide organization-wide
access to large user groups such as the U.S. military and federal, state and local government offices.
The exception to the U.S.-only rule are NPS international students, who have automatic access while at
NPS until graduation.  NPS faculty, staff and students can log in with their regular Dudley Knox Library
user name and pin number.”  The steps by which individuals can request an HSDL account are detailed
at the site. 
 
HSDL currently boasts an extensive collection of over 40,000 highly relevant resources on a wide range
of topics relating to homeland security and counterterrorism, from disaster management and response to
border security.  It provides quick and free access to important U.S. national policy and strategy
documents, presidential directives and executive orders, major legislation, research reports, theses and
dissertations, speeches and reports from universities and local and state agencies.  The collection also
includes state-of-the-art multi-media offerings and other valuable assets identified by the HSDL team and
the center’s master's degree student-participants and instructors. 
“As important as its extensive digital content is, the library’s greatly improved search capability,” Mastre
stressed.  “Searching the text of the entire collection is now robust and highly user friendly.  All
documents are accessible via full text searching and browsing by key words, topic, geographic region
and event based on a unique, highly intuitive ‘living’ taxonomy.”  
The site also has a dynamic blog capability where homeland security and counterterrorism experts can
learn about breaking news and the latest advances in their fields, as well as an interactive ‘Ask a
Librarian’ feature.
 
A highly collaborative effort, the Homeland Security Digital Library continually seeks document
contributions and suggestions from homeland security professionals and researchers across the country.
 The process by which suggestions are made and submissions forwarded are detailed at the site.  All
sources are reviewed and vetted for relevance and quality by a team of content specialists and all
appropriate permissions are obtained before posting. 
 
“We invite all U.S. homeland security policy planners, strategists, researchers, scholars, managers and
first responders to use this resource,” said Mastre.  
For more information, visit the Homeland Security Digital Library (HSDL) at https://www.hsdl.org/ or call
(831) 656-2005.  For more information on the Center for Homeland Defense and Security, visit
https://www.chds.us/ or call Issvoran at (831) 656-2003.
 
 CONTACTS | COPYRIGHT/ACCESSIBILITY | PRIVACY POLICY | FOIA | DOD/NAVY LINKS | INTRANET ACCESS
This is an official U.S. Navy website.
All information contained herein has been approved for release by the NPS Public Affairs Officer.
Contact the Webmaster
